Arthur Refuses to Justify Himself
I don't think that the expression of this desire could be considered
tantamount to an order [he wrote Lord Temple *]. I certainly think
that it was so put that I could have declined to comply with it; and here
is the great difficulty of my situation. Such is the temper of the times
and the violence of the prejudices excited against me upon this subject,
that my motives will never be understood, and I shall never have credit
for those which really actuated me.
I signed it, notwithstanding my objections to it, because I would not,
in the face of the whole army, set myself up in opposition to the Com-
mander of the Forces on the very day he joined his army. His task was
sufficiently difficult without adding to it that further difficulty. I agreed
with him upon the main point, viz. the evacuation by the French troops.
My refusal to sign would not have prevented the execution of the instru-
ment, and would only have tended to raise my character at the expense
of others, and probably at that of not a little outrage and want of disci-
pline in the army.1
Arthur's friends, however, did not agree with this policy
of silence:
. . . You must permit me to doubt the prudence or the fairness to
yourself [replied Lord Temple] of abstaining from all complaint and
attack against those who prevented you from following up your victory
of the 2ist . . . it cannot escape you that it is the wish, the object,
and the interest of some persons ... to lay upon your shoulders what
they ought to bear themselves, and this they inevitably will do if you
stand aloof and take no step to prevent it by vindicating your own char-
acter, even though it may be at the expense of theirs.2
The clan Wellesley were also anxious for Arthur's return,
and not without reason, for no sooner had he left London
than his brother William f discovered that Sir Hew Dalrymple
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